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<54} [92Wfi!>«»] )&BHIffilft<>:i(7AKZ^ 

(57) mm] 




3.-- If asiis Lfc(tm9afc»*{?t sttsHtimsrfiiJEtti 

t «:«i^i-5fiJ«Sr«IE«*'-aHti-*l(l«« 1 »S 3 
ixA»»::E«©*HtiJa»«VJ^7^A, 

wl^:fi^1^»S:E«rt■i/^:#^!^af'-^"<-;^ 
Hf'-^"<-;^*»e>»»u-c«rE4S5i5'^affi-*-5xe 

itrEit^flJ«f'-^'-<-^Sr^flat. fltlE(ftlHlM8K:» 

gtlG«@ffia2lt^irEi£:^1ffa«rS«L, filtEtai^±<c 
[Il«397] tl}E3(^X@»:, flE^SIf^a&lfaitE 

[0001] 



[0002] 

Ufc'f V^-.^^S' h±«CH:. WWW (World Wide Web) 

10 0 0 31 ioi^Jiw:^^'-*^ hfir^urjttt* 
-i5"<-;^Sr«it. V^'-^y hCSSR^KfcWWW 

1 0 0 0 4 1 «lH^l^«««•!^- tr^tRfeT, w 

>'^--*s' b±K:ffitt$Jxfc*aw¥nvi>— 

^ixsa^i^fcs. riitt, www•^^-/<«^a^^•^^>^k 

H:HB5±©««o«0flc«*^cix6. J: 5 

10 0 0 s 1 aH^1^a«l««^^1^-e';^^-*^<'^-c^f fcii 

y^i-St, aHtiJ««jBa*f— K';^©WWW-!>— 
Xtti£#«*«cM-r6WWW-!h-/<»c»SI*Jif 
6SKi£#rtSfcHi-5*— A^-5?OURL (Unlfor 
n Resource Locator) ^ISlS^il, ^zn/*--) — J2:#09^ 

[0006] 

[3BMa»»»UJ:5ti-5ByB] U3J»U 
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10 0 0 71 *5IWtt«±©jS[fce*T***VfctOt? 
10008] 

[00091 ±G(o J: 5 \zmAtiixiti^mmm^i^^ 

too 1 01 ttoT, aR«!BHf«l«ftf^9^A«rffiffl 
■5. «oT, 3.— fasni>©Jb5«J|gctB8ai-rSJSe«r 

[0 0 11] n^m2\z^<mmtt. st:^9(iicsstt 

[0 0 1 21 ni^«3(cEtt«:>IBm»:, fl:^«2(cEtt 

o«0fi}«li«'>;^7'Aic*sv>-c, stiE*«77-<>^r4 
Ei2:«fi?«f'-^ '<-;^ ttiltJEa»©»Jiic«t *ifi« 

^T-r^^rtlcSt^&riit^ffiffilirEISL-CV^S. «o 



[0 0 1 si ni:4t«4iC£tt(0«m, fl|3i»«l7»SS 
©^^-^i^36^!:E«©i6Hm«lft»i'^f'A^ci3^^r, «t 
Ei2:#ie«Slfll^(t, «lEi83lS±X*tilEiZ:#1ir««rt{[ 
ElfiBHimi: ra-inB±te«^6 C i: «es%i-«iiMi 
«rS(rE«*-*iSMt1-6J:5fc«iS1-6. ftoT, a—f 

[0 0 141 n:^3fiS{CEtt(0«m, fl|:ft«lAS4 

<ov^•fJ^*><^:E«<oaa^1^«a8ftv^^7^AKj3^^t:, m 

EJS:#1»«7'-^"<-;^<cE«*ii6i£<M»«tt, «rE 

[0 0 151 SI««6(cEtto«nM:, JfiBltiMiSrm 
Ufc«lHf'-^'<-^»tJfiE#1ll«&E«r6iS^1»« 

«;fc«rE«iH9*~^"<-^*»€>lii»LTtwa«*'-as« 
■fSiai:, l!(rEl6#flM»9*-^"<-^*#l«U tJWB 

u> iitFE«83^^iS«i-«xe^, msifteHiirft&tmG 

[0 0 161 iX.<o^^\m^^t\.1tim:.i.fyXS.s ^ 
E«iB^-^'<-^*»?)«i»snr«rE*B5K'-asfls*n 

«lElEeflJ«f-^'-^-^«r«>liU-CttrEtt 
itlEttSle^SHE^ilS. «Lr, iS^H:«rEttB« 
[0 0 1 71 ttor, S«iaH««16«S^^7'ASrfiM 

[0 0 181 m:^fi7(cEtt<^n», n:«3|(6(cett 

o;(rl&lc43v^T, flUES^xsn:, «t[E«HiiMa&cmr 

ElS^ffif«lS:ra-i!iiaj±fc«^6<t 5 
[00191 

»c J; o r «l» U fci6a«« t *lC/<-?— Sr«*i-5 
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[0 0 2 0] [1] i/:^7'J'>mA 

[0 0 2 11 3.— fH*ir±. www:/7!?lfii*tf*b 

J: 9 i&a«J«©li«D— If ;^ SrStt * r i AS^Tffi 1 4 

10 0 2 2) jaHf-^'*-:^*^^! 01*, W'V^'- 

^f-CfcO, «Bf— 2t»Hf*-^"<-^l 4«:« 
«Hf*-^'<-;M 414, «H±OffiflUt« (S 

[00231 ^H"!^-/< 1 2 14, a— •J'J85SA»e,0}i 

SHS-f*. «Hf— ^1 214, WWWf— ^2 2 
[00241 «HtiJa««1>--< h 2 0 ttWWWf-W h^C 

>'<-C*>9, WWWJCiDf— tr;^^:fT5■!^'< h 
SrWWW-i^'f htv>5. i6H««lSttf-'r h2 Ott, W 
WW"!'— ''^2 2, 9VK-^— ^f— ^"<— ^2 4, 

— r-^"<-;^2 6, xa'ia«7 7'<'/i^-^'<-:^2 

8S-fill;t5. 

[0 0 2 5] 7:^K^— ^t'— ^2 414, S)54§ 
-^'tffiltLri^a, iof, WWW-!»— /<2 2tt, y 



>'KN'>-i'«:»)£i-Sri;^^t5. »t, »S 
[0 0 2 61 »«7T'fA^-^"<-^2 8l4, 
■C*> 9 , »«7 T -f /H4*Ki»A»e>/hK»*"C<0«»© 

/\^c)nmitm.^<om^^. Ea3o^r4, jioscs 

±(tro«Ji-CS)9, «t>^t*K»-C&6, i";^2, 
6, H3©«lfcl4*L.'CV><tV^«J, W^/H 

«. is>«fc, W'«^2ici4jiac, «5, fjiftirosai 

*»v>K4*Ta!>9, R*S«©««7T'f/i'*»^ 
9'-^';^ffl«$*vrv>5. -3*9, V"«/n©tt«7r 

[0027] r r.'X*0!I^Uy^XK»^QE«QR«iZZtC 
H U-CI4, U"<A' 1 A> e> U'<A'4 *-CO±'C©llf*»Cl3 

-^r'<-;n 2 8 rtlt*oift«7T'f-«'i:lttlMM8iO» 

j&j^eit^n-cvNS. (fi:sflmicJ:o-cr4, jttfj; 

apt, R, «*«SJa!!c4f»CoV>Tf4»Hr>«iB1t«*s 

^«snTv>5!»J, ««, aj#«ir-ci4»»4«jaflm 

»4-iRtt»cffl«$ix-CV^<tv\ io-C, roJ:54S0f 
Srg*fttlH»«»ctt»lS-J-5^'</i'4<o (»&<cj;o-C 

[0028] ««7T-f 2 8 KB:, ±E 

««, «litf*ltOO«»SOO«, )RBOO«»^0 
««7 T 'T /wf"- 9 2 8 Sr^fiBi- 

3(D0yicj:Hif, ffieaR^i&offiSffia (m 
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b1fi-ca. S>«-;S«:«f'fr4:i-5#SOOkm 
[0029] >K-*— f*-^'*-;^ 2 6 tt. ijt©««7 

-^"<-;^2 6K:tt, «-^77'fA', •t©ia<S7T'r 

B;6S«^$n, ie9<0«B1*« (««77^^ rffioj 
10 0 3 01 «-a«7TW/H!:»;SLTffl«Stl,5^-^ 

!£# it Ttt, *ott«(0«sa, -to**® 

[00311 *SllteJi^»li*JV^-CH:, «-ift«7r'f /HC 

Jfttt77-l'/i'**4*3e^?Jx5t. •t©flMjE77W/wo*H 

[0 0 3 21 fiU, «-««77'<'/Hc«l£:i-5i£ftSra 
rtt-cta. iRi*.tf, fo5»«7 7-<-'Hc«Lr, *> 



7 7-r/Hc«lS-*-6^-^-JC««r«J!-t-» C i t>-C$ 
6. /<"^-f*-^''<-;^2 6rtOtt«77'fA'i>^'*— 

(0 0 3 31 L2-n(immmm 

JfiBlfl}«SIK»#lcoVx-C, B 1 6 U 
3214. «JH«m©lt««bl^*S%i-7o- 
f-^<-hX*«>»). B57)U(BI6H:, <frgl:MHC«ittSi^ 

[00341 jt-f, 3--1f BSa* 1 OWWWy? 

tt, >#'-*S' b 6 «r^LTlftH1»«!l«1>-'f h 2 0 
©WWW1^— 2 2 KSSR-f 5. 
[ 0 0 3 S 1 r WClSffb, WWW1h-/-< 2 2 tt^ffif 
ho*— e^OHTML (Hypertext Ha 
rkup Language) t"^;^ h^ttjicllc£%. HTMLx 

>^h77'r/v^*>9. Baa!(+«t$*vfcii«H!m, ^put 

www:^? !?1FW:, r<OHTMLf^*;^b«ra«U «S 

[0036lH5{c:, r5 UTaf^iixSStt*-^".-! 

•f^tc:H:JfiB«^S3 0dSS>9. 1:Ziztmmikf'-^ 
ifiH^^iiif. «H«*S83 0O±Ctt/<-J— iK^Ji* 

[00371 »a«*»3 0©a:CTK:«x 
3 2ASft)9. rix*s«a«*»3 OrttcS^^FilTva 

2 «!>©*»•) ( 'street' JiiftV^) vSr^ !» y^' 
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[0 0 3 8] tg^|gj£«B3 2(D£a9(Ctt. ;^^o-/l^ 
3 4^«^*ix«. ;^^'n-/V^3 4r±, aaE«*^?K 

TV>i. Wtli. a-f*I;^^B-/l4»3 4rt©±lS)t 

[0 0 3 9] »X»^3 2©TH::tt» <fe«LfcV^»@| 
S:}g:£Xtt:X*-*-5fcJt>OA>!jai3 6:»|&***iS. A 
*«3 6©£ffilfcHt, rft0f-Kj , TR-IEj Xtf 

r^vKv-^-Rj ©^^'i'ijsfi^sn-ciio, Civ 

ao^Sr3«l-^6 r ic J: 9 ^oAMO^BBttSrS 
^^F-frSrfcAS-C#«. A:*«l3 6(D*«S»{:rtttt 

6 Ki^J: ^ (c«QR«rf 'b^-f ««@lI«l:»t%B%9 
8jSS0l^lc«j3%$tL«. >Se:i3, A^«I3 6(0:&{iQ(Cita 

[oo4o]H5oj;5 taHifirffiii«-i»--r l-0*-A 

*SrlB^, r©it;ei±, A;tjai3 6©feffli© 

-K*»6>«MiSr»5&t«ri:KJ:!3ffo-Ct,a<, 

i^b-f v^'-;^5/ h 5 «r^tTWWWf— /<2 2'>«a56 

v^^.<si;^^J^»twww1^w<2 2'>.«e>*va. 

[0 0 4 1] WWWf— ✓<2 2rJ:, rofl|«SrSttSi 
9, 7VKN'-^'f'-#-«-;^2 4S:#fi8U-cattiW 
^Km^rSttSfflfa (ffiSfflf«) SrSl»-r*. 

[0 0 4 2] 3.— fiftiAAWsem riiieavu 

/<2 2tt«BK©(tSflr«Sr»#L. ri^fc«<3^^T« 

7^A^'-9-<-7s 2 8 f'©a»OU'<yK0a«7TW 
u-</KOft<>(Sv> (U"</i«<D:*cS 



[0 0 4 3] C*VlC»Lr, «it«a— J'AI^fflKrtO 

'^/vK^lSi-S**, ^'<A'4^c«:»«:'^«a«7T-f/^ 

^2 2H:«rjfi©i5K:«v^U'^w*»f>iefc«*i?^-a^ 
7T'f/vS:»3E-r5. ioT, WWWf— >r< 2 2 
7TW/l^-^'-<-;^2 8S:jtflBUT«6«7T-f/V' 
HKj *6»lc^<'*^f-^'<-;^2 6ft'#BR 

[0 0 4 4] a— !f*57v*«fc«fflU-C fifcffl 

[0 0 4 5] $T, «fOR©«k:HSi:, wwwf— >k 
2 2 l±ftU:y<-J--f*-^^-;^ 2 6 $r#fi8 UT, att7 

•:^-l£«lts^^^«s^^tfHTMLf'*^ b«rf^«uria 
t■!^>->r<ig (Hp^, *Hf— 2) , sffiwisnr 

[0 0 4 6] «85lCl©WWW^9!>-f«, iOHTML 

fc, attHTML'^*;^h«|>KE»*ilfcl6Bl>— ^-^l 
2'-Jft«7T-</i<«, (tB««, f-'fXflMS, «RflMB 
*ifom«Sr«5 (;^xy:/S 1 0) . ttSf— ^1 2 
ttx «H7'-^"<-;^i4fcr^-fe:^U l8Xfflf«2ltf 

5*., ttBISW ■!>-l'XW«icJ:9ftSSH 
[004 7] 1 <owww:/9 i>iFr4mjc/< 
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^Btfef*-^' «rBl»LTa— t?4g*teai6 C^t' y 
1 2) . 

[0 0 4 81 imitt. ^fiH1^-x<l 2A»f,a6«$*t.fc 

fcHTML7'=5rX h-e»S$ilfc«^e3fH:«*^5. 

[0 0 4 9] Jfc*5, a— »f©A*fll3 6'v©S«S, » 

SS 1 4roftk3gS^^SI«ro^fcfi^!^«)4^^l^:S-3^^•rtft3g 

[0 0 5 0] J&@ilft;6{$^$nyt«(ffi-C. ISR 

^y-^se^Rff, «JI«o(tfi««, IB^flJ«<e^«r 
www-tj— /<2 2'-.aiflrt«. »a» www1^--'<2 

[005 1] «*tf, a— !r!J5|8R}B3£Si53 2 S:»fM- 

1 2;^r^'-fe;^1-'<t*B7T'f/V!»sgeHicjx5i>, fc 

5. 

[0 0 5 2] r 5 L-C(tK1fi«A$«HSnfc» 

WWWf— /<2 2IHa«7TWA^— ;^2 8 

Kit, 5'-^^-;^2 6 Sr<SBau» SKao«MiE 

ttt^ ;^7's'^s 1 2RVS 1 4^cttoT3eJe«o^•^• 
-l^:^^iJ&^1^«Sr^8*l^ca&«u, 

2 6 *»e>^<-*— Sr«i»UT^<-^— 
*tJ4 OrtJcSS^-f 5. 

[0 0 5 3] fllJ»©RMli*^^^■c. «ai>— 

2 tt«iia 7 T /nsr t © 7 7 /v^ K i o r e^igjti- 

5 J: 5 t iftBf— 1 2 <0*a 7 T /HiJSe 
*ia7T>('/i'«Sri£gii)ti-50jcft;tr, 
7i— ;^Sr|lft:'i'CG 1 (Comnon Gateway Interface) 



«r*0fflLr«H7T-f/i'Srr^*;^i-6. j^f' 
5'7'S 1 0-Ctt, 2t»Ur«H*g««C 

[0 0 5 4] EUiRWLfciJt-, *3BWIca:n«, « 

[0055] 
». 

[0056] »*3«2«:E«©»W«:i*itf. •^'-^''^ 
[0057] fi!*3fi3 k:ia«©a5W<ci:*t«, a.-- if** 

SIR $ KJt: cxmwiia^sKm^ism-rb 

[0 0 5 8] n:4K3|l4&tJt7(C£ttO%IR(£j:tll2, a 

[0 0 5 9] l«:«]6«(ce«<0|BKiCJ:lxtf, «-«ttr 
[Bffi(OflS¥''i:Rn] 

[B 1 ] ;»:»IH®||16»«K:*»*»S«^p«--rt'->;^7'A 

[B2] *«7rW/wrt©E1fr7'-^'«t*-rH^*> 
6. 

(S3] 5*--^'-t-;*rt©E«9'-^'«*zi%-fH 

[BI4] ttJH««(Dlt«I(i#tS%-r7D-'^+-hr*> 
5. 

1 -MJts 

1 0"*Hf'-5'<-^*i'^ 
1 2 •••^B*- y< 

1 4 — ^Bv'— ^"<— >^ 

2 0 •••*B1fi«li«f-'f h 
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2 2 "WWW-^— 

2 6"'^i — '5'—^^—;^ 

3 0 • 



3 2 HK^ISJEIB 
3 4— ^^o— yUSf 

3 6 " •7<*«i 

4 0 '"^<i — iC^ift^ffi 
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(54) MAP INFORMATION PROVIDING SYSTEM AND ITS METHOD 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To display advertizing 
information, which attracts user's interest and is 
expected to be effective for advertizing, with map 
information by specifying advertizing infonmation 
corresponding to positional infomiation by refemng to 
map infonmation coresponding to positional infonmation 
designated by the user and an advertizing infonmation 
data base. 

SOLUTION: When the user designates and inputs a 
destination desired to display, infonmation on this 
destination is sent to a WWW server 22 from a temiinal 
1 through the intemet 5. The server 22 receives 
Information on this destination and refers to a land mark 
data base 24 to obtain positional infonmation 
con-esponding to the destination. In addition, based on obtained positional information, a local 
area file conresponding to positional infomiation is specified by referring to a local file data 
base 28. Next, banner advertizing conresponding to this local area file is specified by referring 
to a banner data base 26. Then, an HTML text including positional information and banner 
advertizing designated infonmation showing advertizing is prepared to transmit to the temiinal 
1. 
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•NOTICES* 

JPO and KCZPZ ar* not responsibl« tox axxy 
damages caused fay thm use of this translation. 

1 .This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the 
precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] In the map system to offer information which provides a tenninal with the map information 
accumulated in the map database through a netwoik The advertising information database which 
memorizes coirespondence with the positional infomialion for specifying the area on geography, and the 
advertismg information which has the area concerned and relation, A map information transmittiig 
means to acquire the map infomiation corresponding to the positional infonnation specified by a user 
from said map database, and to transmit to said terminal, A map system to oflFer information equipped 
with an advertismg information transmitting means to specify the advertising information corresponding 
to said positional information, and to transmit to said terminal with reference to said advertising 
information database. 

[Claim 2] Said advertising information database is a map system to offer information according to claim 
1 characterized by having the local database which remembered coirespondence relation with said 
positional information to be the local file which shows the area on said geogrq)hy. 
[Claim 3] It is the map system to offer information according to claim 2 which said local file was 
classified into two or more hierarchies according to the corresponding size of an ar^ and has 
memorized the advertising infonnation to which said advertising information database corresponds for 
every area file belonging to said two or more hierarchies. 

[Claim 4] Said advertising information transmitting means is a m^ system to offer information 
according to claim 1 to 3 which transmits the infonnation which directs to display said advertising 
infonnation on the same screen as said map information on said terminal to said terminal. 
[Claim 5] The advertising infonnation memorized by said advertising information database is a map 
system to offer information according to claim 1 to 4 characterized by being either of the advertising 
information relevant to the advertising information relevant to the industry of said area and the store 
which exists in said area, and a facility. 

[Claim 6] In the approach of offering m^ information to a tenninal through a network from a map 
system to offer infonnation equipped with the advertising infonnation database which memorizes the 
map database and advertising infonnation which accumulated map infonnation The process which 
specifies the positional infonnation of a desired location in said tenninal, and the process which acquires 
the map infonnation corresponding to the positional information specified by a user from said map 
database, and is transmitted to said tenninal. An ^proach equipped with the process which specifies the 
advertismg infonnation which has the area and relation conesponding to said positional infonnation 
with reference to said advertising infonnation database, and is transmitted to said tenninal, and the 
process which receives said map infonnation and said advertising infonnation, and is displayed on said 
termmal. ' 

[Claim 7] Said display process is the approach according to claim 6 of displaying said map infonnation 
and said advertising infonnation on the same screen. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 

[0001] . ^ , 

[Field of the Invention] This invention relates to the technique of offering the map mfonnation and 
advertising information which are accimiulated in the database using the Internet 

[0002] , . . r 

[Description of the Prior Art] Now, on the Internet which used Internet Protocol, vanous mfonnation is 
offered by the WWW (World Wide Web) server from all over the world, and a user can operate the 
terminal connected to the Intemet and can acquire the information on desired by searching. 
[0003] Although the data utility offered through such the Intemet exists variously, there is map 
information retrieval display service as one of them. This is the service which can acquire the map 
information on desired and can be displayed on a terminal by having a map database and accessing the 
WWW server coimected to the Intemet If a user inputs the address, the name of a place, a name of the 
station or various facility names, a store name, etc. from a terminal, specifically, the location and the 
map of the circumference of it will be displayed on a terminal as im^e information. Therefore, a user 
can recognize easily where the target station, a facility, etc. are with reference to the displayed map 

information. . . « \ 

[0004] On the other hand, the advertising information (it is hereafter called "banner advertismg .) 
generally called a "banner" may be displayed on the homepage of not only a map information search 
service but the various WWW servers connected on the Internet, and other screens. To the company and 
individual who manage a WWW server, a customer <advertiser) pays ad rates, this displays an 
advertisement on the homepage, and an advertisement is displayed on the part of the arbitration on a 
screen. Such banner advertising is performed also in above-mentioned map information retrieval di^lay 
service, for example, banner advertising is displayed near the mdp information in a display screen. 
[0005] An example of the gestalt of the banner-advertising display performed in map information 
retrieval display service is as follows. An advertising display is prepared all over a screen including the 
map information displayed on a user terminal, and a certain banner advertising is displayed. If a user 
shows an interest to the advertisement and clicks an advertising display, URL (Uniform Resource 
Locator) of the homepage about the advertising contents concerned accumulated in the WWW server of 
map information retrieval display service or the WWW server about an advertismg display will be 
specified, and the homepage which shows the detail of the banner advertising will be displayed on a 
terminal. 

[0006] ^ t. ' u u 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, it is unrelated to the map information on which the 
user displayed the contents of banner advertising by retrieval of arbitration in this case. Therefore, 
unless a user shows interest to the advertisement, clicks an advertising display and displays the 
homepage of the banner advertising positively himself, an advertisement efifiect of advertising is seldom 
expectable. That is, if it has the map information or the area where the banner advertising was displayed, 
and relation when displaying banner advertising on a display screen including map information, the 
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value of seeing the advertiseinent also for a user will inoease, but a us^s interest wiU become low if 
unrelated. 

[0007] This invention is made in view of the above point, and the technical problem tends to draw a 
user's interest with map information, and is to offer the system which enables presenting of the 
advertising infomiation which can expect a high propaganda effect 
[0008] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In order to solve the above-mentioned technical problem, invention 
according to claim 1 In the map system to offer infomiation which |»ovides a terminal with the map 
information accumulated in the map database through a network The advertising information database 
which memorizes correspondence with the positional information for specifying the area on geography, 
and the advertising information which has the area concerned and relation, A map information 
transmitting means to acqxiire the map information corresponding to the positional information specified 
by a user from said map database, and to transmit to said terminal. With reference to said advertising 
information database, the advertising information corresponding to said positional information is 
specified, and it constitutes so that it may have an advertising information transmitting means to 
transmit to said terminal. 

[0009] According to the map system to offer information constituted as mentioned above, 
correspondence with the positional information for specifying the area on geography and the advertising 
information which has the area concerned and relation is memorized by the advertising information 
database. If a user specifies the positional information of a desired location from a terminal, a map 
information transmitting means will acquire the m^ information corresponding to the positional 
information specified by a user firom said map database, and will transmit it to said tenninal. Moreover, 
with reference to said advertising mfonnation database, an advertising information transmitting means 
specifies the advertising information corresponding to said positional information, and transmits it to 
said terminal. A terminal displays the map information and advertising information which were 
transmitted. 

[0010] Therefore, if a user displays the m^ information on desired on a terminal using the map system 
to offer information concerned, the advertising information relevant to the displayed area will be 
displayed automatically. Therefore, a user can offer the advertisement relevant to an interested area, and 
it can be expected that a propaganda effect will increase. 

[001 1] In a map system to offer information according to claim 1, invention according to claim 2 
constitutes said advertising information database so that it may have the local database which 
remembered correspondence relation with said positional information to be the local file which shows 
the area on said geography. Therefore, the data storage configuration in a database is simplified and 
access is quickened. 

[0012] Said local file was classified into two or more hierarchies according to the size of the area where 
invention according to claim 3 corresponds in a map system to offer information according to claim 2, 
and said advertising information database has memorized the advertising information which corresponds 
for every area file belonging to said two or more hierarchies. Therefore, suitable advertising information 
can be offered according to the size of the area which the user chose. 

[0013] In a map system to offer information according to claim 1 to 3, invention according to claim 4 
constitutes said advertising information transmitting means so that the inforaaation which directs to 
display said advertising information on the same screen as said mzp information on said terminal may 
be transmitted to said terminal. Therefore, a user can see the advertising information relevant to the map 
information and coincidence which were searched on the same screen. 

[0014] In a map system to offer information according to claim 1 to 4, invention according to claim 5 
constitutes the advertising information memorized by said advertising information database so that it 
may be either of the advertising information relevant to the advertising information relevant to the 
industry of said area and the store which exists in said area, and a facility. Therefore, an effective 
advertisement advertisement can be performed for every every place region. 

[0015] In the approach of offering map information to a terminal through a network fit)m a map system 
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to offer information equipped with the advertising information database which memorizes the map 
database and advertising information that invention according to claim 6 accumulated map information 
The process which specifies the positional information of a desired location in said tOTninal. and the 
process which acquires the map information corresponding to the positional information specified by a 
user from said map database, and is transmitted to said terminal. With reference to^d advertising 
information database, the advertising information which has relation is specified as the area 
conesponding to said positional information, and it constitutes so that it may have the process 
transmitted to said terminal, and the process which receives said map infonnation and said advertising 
information, and is displayed on said termirud, • • • 

[0016] According to the approach constituted as mentioned sdwve, if a user specifies the positional 
information of a desired location in a terminal, the m^ information corresponding to the positional 
information specified by a user will be acquired from said map database, and it will be transmitted to 
said terminal. Next, the advertising information which has the area and relation corresponding to said 
positional information with reference to said advertising information database is specified, and it is 
transmitted to said terminal. And a teraunal receives and displays said map information and said 
advertising infonnation. . , . u 

[0017] Therefore, if a user displays the map information on desired on a termmal usmg the m^ system 
to offer infonnation concerned, the advertising infonnation relevant to the displayed area will be 
displayed automatically. Therefore, a user can offer the advertisement relevant to an interested area, and 
it can be expected that a propaganda effect will increase. 

[001 8] Said display process is constituted so that invention according to claim 7 may display said map 
information and said advertising infonnation on the same screen in an approach accordii^ to claim 6. 
Therefore, it can follow and a user can see the advertising information relevant to the map information 
and coincidence which were searched on the same screen. 

[0019] . . . u 1. 

[Embodiment of the hivention] In case this invention displays banner advertising with the map 
information acquired by map communications service, it is characterized by displaying automatically 
banner advertising relevant to the area of the map mformation currently then displayed. Since the area 
which the user specified himself and displayed in map communications service is an area in which the 
user is interested, if banner advertising which has relation is displayed on the area, a high propaganda 
effect is expectable. Hereafter, the gestalt of suitable operation of this invention is explained with 
reference to a drawing. , . . u 

[0020] [1] The rough configuration of the map system to offer information apphed to the operation 
gestalt of this invention at system configmation drawing 1 is shown. In drftv^gl , the map database 
center 10 and the map infonnation offer site 20 are connected to the Internet 5. Furthennore, the user 
terminal 1 is connected to the Internet 5. 

[0021] A user tenninal 1 can receive service of WWW by using the application program called a WWW 
browser. In the example of drawing 1 , a user terminal 1 is connected to the mep information offer site 
20 using a WWW browser, and it becomes possible by perusing the homepage to receive offer service of 
m^ information. . 
[0022] The map database center 10 is a center for carrying out map communications service on the 
Internet, and is equipped with the map server 12 and the map database 14. The xnap database 14 contains 
the image data of the information on the positional infonnation on a map (coordinate information), for 
example, the LAT, and LONG, and the map information corresponding to the positional information. 
The image data of map information is constituted by two or more layered structures according to the 
scale. That is, like drawing in whole Japan, and drawing of all-prefectures level, the image data of two 
or more scales is prepared, and the local file name which is alike, respectively and specifies the image 
data is attached. Scale information and a local file are matched. 

[0023] The map server 12 searches and acquires the image data (namely, local file) of map infonnation 
which corresponds according to the assignment from a user terminal, directions, etc. from the mqi 
database 14, and transmits to a user tenninal 1 through the Intemet 5. Moreover, the map server 12 also 
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perfonns retrieval of map information, and transmission according to the dCToand from the WWW 
server 22. 

[0024] The map inforaiation offer site 20 is a WWW site. WWW is a broader-based mformation system 
on the Internet which offers multimedia inforatiation, such as text, image infonnation, and speech 
infonnation, using a hypertext A WWW server is a server on the Internet linked by WWW, and calls a 
WWW site the site which gives its service by WWW. The map information offer site 20 is equipped 
with the WWW seiver 22, the landmark database 24, the banner database 26, and the local file database 
28. 

[0025] The landmark database 24 has memorized the data to which correspondences with those 
positional information are indicated to be a certain specific addr^ a name of the station, and landmarks 
(a facility, an amusement center, an amusement park, store, etc.). Therefore, the WWW server 22 can 
specify the address corresponding to it, a name of the station, and a landmark from specific positional 
information by accessing the landmark database 24. Moreover, the positional infonnation which 
corresponds fiom the specific address, a name of the station, a landmark name, etc. is also acquirable 

conversely. ^ « j 

[0026] The local file database 28 has memorized correspondence with an every place region tile and 
positional information (coordinate information). Here, an "area" is the geographical partition of a 
specific location, and the local file is classified and set to two or more layered structures fiom a large 
partition to a subsection. The example of the hierarchical partition of a local file is shown in 4m>vin &l . 
In addition, the example of drawing 3 shows only the partition of the local file relevant to the 
circumference of the Kwnata, Ota-ku, Tokyo station. In drawing 3 , "level" shows at least that on the 
hierarchy of an every place region file. In this example, level 1 is the top hierarchy and is the biggest 
partition. It corresponds to a smaU partition as it is set to level 2, level 3, and level 4. Althougih not 
shown in the exmsplc of drawing 3 , the local file belonging to level 1 has Kansai. a northeast, 
Hokuriku, etc. other than Kanto. Similarly, the local file of all-prefectures extent, such as Tokyo, 
Saitama, and Chiba, is included in level 2, and the local file of a division and cities, towns and villages 
extent is included in level 3. Level 4 is the finest partition and the local file of a city name and name-of- 
the-station extent is included. The above-maitioned map image data is prepared corr^xmding to this 
every place region file. That is, the map image of Kanto and Kansai is prepared corresponding to the 
local file "Kanto" of level 1, and "Kansai", and the image data of Ota-ku and Chiyoda-ku is prepared 
corresponding to the local file "Ota-ku" of level 3, and "Chiyoda-ku." 

[0027] About the circumference of the Kamata, Ota-ku, Tokyo station illustrated here, the local file 
which corresponds in all the hierarchies fit)m level 1 to level 4 is defined, and conespondence with the 
local file and positional information is memorized in the local file database 28. In addition, the local file 
of level 4 which corresponds depending on positional information may not exist That is, although m^ 
information detailed about a station and the circumference of shq)ping quarter is prepared, generally in 
farmland and a forest, detailed m^ information is not prepared, therefore, the local (the case - the level 
3) file and its m^ image data of the corresponding level 4 may not exist in the positional information 
which shows such a location 

[0028] The positional information (coordinate information) corresponding to the above-mentioned every 
place region file is memorized by the local file database 28. That is, the infonnation of whenever [ east 
longitude 00 ], thru/or whenever [ 00 ] is memorized whenever [ positional information / 
corresponding to an every place region file name /, for example, north latitude OO, ], thru/or whenever 
[ 00 ]. Therefore, if positional information is determined, the local file (namely, map image data) 
corresponding to the positional information can be specified by referring to the local file database 28. 
According to the example of drawing 3 R> 3, the local related file in each level can be specified by 
specifying the positional information near the Kamata station (north latitude, east longitude). In 
addition, as the approach of limitation of the positional infonnation matched with an every place region 
file a specific area can be specified by two or more polygonal LAT and LONG connesponding to top- 
most vertices, and this can be matched with a certain local file. Moreover, positional infonnation can be 
specified by the approach of the area of radius (X)km centering on one certain point, and this can also be 
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matched with a certain local file. 

{0029] The banner database 26 has memorized correspondence with an above-mentioned local file and 
the banner-advertising information (advertising information) corresponding to it The ©cample of the 
information in the banner database 26 is shown in drawing 4 , In addition, the information which also 
limited the example of drawing 4 aroimd the Kamata station is shown. As shown in drawygJ , an every 
place region file, the level of the local file, and correspondence of the banner-advertising information 
determined to the local file are memorized by the banner database 26. that is, an evwy place repon file 
is chosen by the \iser, and the banner database 26 shows the baimer-advertising information which 
should be displayed on coincidence, when corresponding map im^e data is displayed on a user 
terminal. Advertisement D is displayed when it was the example of drawing 4 . for example. 
Advertisement B is displayed on coincidence when a user displays the map information on Ota-ku (it 
corresponds to a local file "Ota-ku") on a user terminal by map communications service, and the map 
information on Kamata (it corresponds to a local file "Kamata") is displayed on a user terminal 1 . 
[0030] Banner advertising prepared corresponding to an every place region file is banner advertising 
which has the area and relation. Specifically, banner advertising relevant to a store, a facility, etc. which 
exist in banner advertising relevant to the industry of the area etc. and its area etc. is mentioned. As 
banner advertising relevant to the industry of an every place region etc., the specialty article of the area, 
the product by the major industry of the area, sendee, etc. are included, for exan^le, banner advertising 
of a rahmen store etc. is mentioned to banner advertising of an apple, and a local file "Sapporo" to a 
local file "Aomori." Moreover, as banner advertising relevant to the store and facility which exist in the 
area, banner advertising, such as a restaurant in the area, a department store, recreation facilities, and a 
sport fecility, is mentioned. . ci 

[003 1 ] In this operation gestalt, banner advertising matched to an every place region file presupposes 
that it is one, and the local file name memorized in the banner database 26 and bannor advertising decide 
to correspond to 1 to 1 . If the positional infonmation which has a user by carrying out like this is 
specified and a local corresponding file is specified, banner advertising displayed with the map 
information on the local file will be determined as one. Therefore, processing by the WWW server 22 
can be simplified. 

[0032] However, two or more advertisements corresponding to an every place region file are prepared, 
and it changes according to a time zone, and can display. For example, the correspondence in a database 
can be determined that banner advertising of the department store is displayed and, as for the business- 
hours band of a certain department store, the time zone after the operating termination will display the 
advertisement of another restaurant to a certain local file. Moreover, according to a season, a day of the 
week, etc., banner advertising corresponding to one local file can also be changed similarly. The offer 
company of the map communications service concerned determines matching with the local file in the 
banner database 26, and banner advertising according to a request of an advertiser. Moreover, when two 
or more advertising displays are prepared all over the screen displayed on a user terminal in map 
communications service, two or more banner advertising can be matched to an every place region, and 
two or more banner advertising can also be displayed on coincidence. 

[0033] [2] Explain map information offer actuation, next map information offer actuation with reference 
to drawing 1 thru/or 6. Drawing 2 is a flow chart which shows offer actuation of map information, and 
drawings **** drawine6 is the example of the map display screen in each phase. Hereafter, the user of 
a user terminal 1 connects with a map information offer site, and it explains taking the case of the case 
where map information is acquired. 

[0034] First, a user uses the WWW browser of a terminal 1 and specifies URL of a map information 
offer site (step S2). URL is address information which specifies the specific lirdc place on WWW. This 
connects a terminal 1 to the WWW server 22 of the map information offer site 20 through the Internet 5. 

[0035] Answering this, the WWW server 22 sends the HTML (H>i>ertext Markup Language) text of the 
homepage of a map infoimation offer site to a terminal 1 . A HTML text is the text file described in the 
language called HTML, and the information on preservation places, such as associated image 
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information and speech infonnation, can be included. The WWW browser of a tenninal 1 receives this 
HTML text, and displays it on a tenninal 1 (step S4). 

[0036] The example of the initial screen of the homepage concerned displayed on drawings in this way 
is shown. In drawings , there is a map display 30 in the center of a display screen, and map ima^^ data 
is displayed there. The banner-advertising display 40 is on the m^ display 30. In addition, in an initial 
screen, since assignment of the map information by the user is not performed, suppose that messages 
other than banner advertising by which a specific area and correlation are not made, or an advertisement 
etc. are displayed in the baimer-advertising display 40. 

[0037] The scale specification part 32 is immediately under the m^ display 30, and this shows the scale 
(scale) of the map currently displayed in the imp display 30. Each carbon button in the scale 
specification part 32 (this example 1 1 steps) supports a difTerent scale. In the example of drawings , the 
display of a map is made by the largest (close to a left-hand side Jqianese map mark) scale. If the 
conservative (close to "street") carbon button in the scale specification part 32 is clicked to expand the 
displayed map image, the small map image of a scale will be displayed. 

[0038] The scrolling section 34 is displayed on the left-hand side of the scale specification part 32. The 
scrolling section 34 is used to display the periphery of the map by which it is indicated by current, and 
the arrow head turned in the eight directions centering on the current display position is displayed. For 
example, a user's click of the upward arrow head in the scrolling section 34 displays the map of the 
periphery of the location by which it is indicated by current located immediately north. That is, 
pr^enting of map information is changed so that the clicked location may take the lead in a display 
image. 

[0039] On the bottom of the scale specification part 32, the input column 36 for specifying or iiq)utting a 
location searching is displayed. The user as whom the carbon button of "an addr^ list", "a station list", 
and "a landmark list" is displayed, and the candidate list of the address, a name of the station, and 
landmark names is displayed by clicking these can display the map image of the location on the left- 
hand side of the input column 36 by choosing a desired candidate out of them. Moreover, the input box 
of the address, a name of the station, and a landmaric name is displayed on the rig;ht-hand side of the 
input column 36, and a user can do the direct input of the desired address, the name of the station, etc. 
using a keyboard. For example, if a user inputs the "Kamata station" in the name-of-the-station input 
box of the input colimm 36, as shown in drawing 6 R> 6, the map image centering on the Kamata station 
will be displayed in the map display 30. In addition, various special function carbon buttons are 
displayed on the right-hand side of the ir^>ut column 36. 

[0040] Where the homepage of a map information offer site is displayed hke drawings , a user specifies 
the destination which you want to display and inputs. This assignment may be performed by specifying 
a candidate from the list on the left-hand side of the input column 36, and may be performed in an input 
box by carrying out direct typing of a name of the station, the address, etc. In this way, the specified 
destination information is sent to the WWW server 22 through the Internet S fiom a tenninal 1 (step S6). 
The scale information by which can come, simultaneously current selection is made is also sent to the 
WWW server 22. 

[0041] The WWW server 22 acquires the positional information (coordinate information) corresponding 
to the destination concerned for this information with reference to reception and the landmark database 
24. Moreover, based on the acquired positional information, the local file corresponding to the positional 
information concemed is specified with reference to the local file database 28. Next, with reference to 
the banner database 26, barmer advertising corresponding to the local file concerned is specified. 
[0042] If a user inputs the "Kamata station" into the input column 36 and retrieves the map information 
aroimd the Kamata station now, the WWW server 22 acquires the positional information of the Kamata 
station, and specifies a local file "Kamata" with reference to the local file database 28 based on this. 
Here, when cunent positional information belongs to the local file of two or more level in the local file 
database 28, the advertisement corresponding to the lowest (the number of level is lai^e) area of level is 
determined as banner advertising which should be displayed. In this example, it will correspond to all 
the local files of "Kanto", "Tokyo", "Ota-ku", and "Kamata" which the specified positional information 
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is the thing of the Kamata station, and are shown in dfflwjpg? . In this case, the WWW servw 22 
detennin« the lowest local file "Kamata" of level as a cunent area. When the specified positioml 
information coiresponds to two or more local files, banner advertising prepared about toe smallat 
partition will have priority, and will be displayed by this processing. When a user specifies the Kamata 
station and retrieves map infonnation, as banner information displayed on coinaden(»,toe^ 

advertisement relevant to the Kamata station is more desirable than the advertisement about whole Ota- 
ku or whole Tokyo. Therefore, when positional information belongs to two or more areas, it constitutes 
so that the advertising information on the lowest area of level may be displayed preferentaally. 
100431 On the other hand, although the positional inforaiation corresponds to the evoy place region file 
of"Kanto" "Tokyo" and "Ota-ku" when a user specifies other locations m Ota-ku (for example, 
residential street etc.), for example, a local corresponding file may not exist in level 4. In such a case, the 
WWW server 22 determines the advertisement C which specifies the local file correspondmg to ohIct 
from level low as mentioned above and which corresponds for the WWW server 22 to specify a local 
file "Ota-ku" with reference to the local file database 28 therefore, and refer to the banner database 26 

ISSS Moreover, when a user specifies it as "Ota-ku", "Tokyo", etc. u^ the input wlumn^flie load 
file of level which con^ponds, respectively wiU be specified and the advertisement C related with it 

SvStismSirD corresponding to a l^al file "Kamata" with reference to the banner datab^ 26 n^rt. 
And the WWW server 22 creates a HTML text including the banner-advertismg assignment information 
which shows the above-mentioned positional information and Adyertisemait D. «»J5«»°^*s ^ a 
terminal 1 (step S8). The banner-advertising assigmnent information which should be cam^ out caU 
appearance fi^m Server Name (namely, map server 12) which the temunal 1 which received it fiiither 
should access, the local file name chosen according to the scale by which cutrmt selection is made, the 
sentence which should be displayed on a terminal 1. and the banner database 26 is mcluded m this 

r 00461 The WWW browser of a terminal 1 displays the sentence contained in reception and it in this 
HTML text Moreover, information, such as a local file name, positional information, size informafaon, 
and scale infomiation. is sent to the map server 12 described in the HTML text concerned (step SIO). 
The map server 12 accesses the map database 14, acquires the unage data correspondmg to the range 
detem^ed using size information focusing on positional information among the unage data of the local 
file specified by scale information and positional information, and transnnts to a terminal 1 by matang 
this into map image data (GIF data). ^ • -a 

r00471 Moreover the WWW browser of a terminal 1 accesses the banner database 26 at comcidence, 
acquires the baniKi-advertising image data coircsponding to the banner-advertising assignment 
information described in the HTML text, and sends it to a user terminal (step S12). ^ ^. , 
[00481 A terminal 1 displays the msp image data transmitted from the map server 12 on the display part 
specified in flie HTML text to which it was previously transmitted fiiom the WWW server 22. MoreovCT, 
the banner-advertising image data transmitted to coincidence ftam the banner database 26 is displayed m 
the banner-advertising display 40, as shown in dusflng^ (step S14). In this way, the miqnmage data of 
the destination specified by a user is displayed in the map display 30 of a terminal 1, and banner 
advertising relevant to the area is displayed in the banner-advertismg display 40. 
[00491 In addition, when the destination is changed by the re-assignment to a usei's input column 36, 
and reinput, based on the positional information after changing step S6 thru/or processmg of S14 etc., 
renewal ofa map and a banner-advertising display is performed repeatedly. 
[0050] Moreover, where a map image is displayed, also when there are modificatton of a scale, 
modification ofa display position, etc., processing transmits rehim. the positional mforinaton after 
mSSon. scale WbJmation, etc. to step S6 to the WWW server 22^ Henceforth, the WW server 
22 the map server 1 2, and a terminal 1 perform same processmg based on the mformation after 
modification, and make a change ofa msep and a banner-advertismg display. 
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f 005 1 1 For example, when a user operates the scale specification part 32 and scale •nfomation is 
Sgei the ranle of the map image data which the map file which the map serv« 2 should access is 
or isTLmitted to a terminal 1 among the same map files changed. On flie overhand, .fa 
Sucks the location which is interested on the map displayed in the map display 30. the positional 
S™aSn of the location wiU be transmitted and the map server 12 wiU transmit »^ «^ «na^ ^ 
SSng on the location to a terminal 1 . Consequently, the map in the map display 30 is changed mto a 
disolav centering on the location which the user clicked. ^, . j 

fS^NtoS. when positional information is changed in this way. the WWW server 22 judges 
SermSfication of the positional information is accompanied by modification of a locd file with 
refoeSe tX local file daSbase 28. When accompanied by modification of a local file. >«A refer^ce 
Z^Zme. database 26. the bamier-advertising assigmnent mfonnation <'?n«^^^ *° 
dler modification is acquired. The rest transmits the banner-advertising assignmOTtrnfoimation after 
SSon to a temSd 1 according to steps S12 and S14. acquires bam«r-.^vertismg miage data 

from the banner database 26. and displays it in the banner-advertsmg display 40. 

ra053] In addition, in the above-mentioned explanation, although the map server 12 specified the niap 
filStly by the file name, the map file of the map server 12 n»y be made tobebmlt 
original actaiinistrative infomiation. In that case, it replaces wiUi specifying a map file i?"^^^' 
^d^map file is accessed using CGI (Common Gateway Interface ^l^^^^Jj^eTr^ S a 
program which moves on a WWW saver and a server. For example, at step SIX), the CGI name for a 

map display is sent to the map server 12. . 

[00541 As explained above, according to this invention, m addition to the map information on the 
ocation which the user specified himself and searched, in map commumcations service, the bannCT- 
aSsiSmnation S^ant to the location U displayed. Therefore, a user can acquire automatically 
Sie SSg information which is related to a location with the present mterest Moreover, smce 
adlotiSment can be offered to the user who is more interested also as an advertiser, it is expectable that 
an advertisement effect of advertising increases. 

fS of the tavention] If a user displays the map infomiation on desired on a termmal usii« tite map 
system to offer information concerned acconling to invention given m claims 1 md 6 as e3q)lamed 

the advertising information relevant to the displayed aiea will be displayed automaticaUy. 
Therefore, a user can offer the advertisement relevant to an interested area, and it<»i be expected that a 
propaganda effect will increase. ^ ^ ■ a ..u_. 

[0056] Accoiding to invention according to claim 2. the data storage configuration m a database is 

simplified and access is quickened. . . . ^ ^ w «• i 

[0057] According to invention acconiing to claim 3. suitiible advertising mformation can be offered 
according to the size ofthe area which the user chose. . _^ . • r ^ 

r00581 According to invention given in claims 4 and 7, a user can see the advertising information 
relevant to the map information and coincidence which were searched on the same screen. 
[0059] Acconling to invention acconling to claim 5. an effective advertisement advertisement can be 
performed for every every place region. 
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TECHNICAL FIELD 



[Field of the invention] TTus invention relates to the technique ofoSe^i^^ information and 
advising informatioi which are accumulated in the database usmg the Internet 
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PRIOR ART 

[Description of the Prior Ait] Now, on the Internet which used Internet Protocol, various infonnation is 
offered by the WWW (World Wide Web) server finom all over the world, and a user can operate the 
terminal connected to the Internet and can acquire the information on desired by searching. 
[0003] Although the data utility offered through such the Internet exists variously, there is m^ 
information retrieval display service as one of them. This is the service which can acquire the map 
information on desired and can be displayed on a terminal by having a mop database and accessing the 
WWW server connected to the Internet. If a user inputs the address, the riame of a place, a name of the 
station or various facility names, a store name, etc. fix)m a terminal, specifically, the location and the 
map of the circumference of it will be displayed on a terminal as image information. Therefore, a user 
can recognize easily where the target station, a facility, etc. are with reference to the displayed msp 
infonnatioa 

[0004] On the other hand, the advertising information (it is hereafter called •'banner advertising**.) 
generally called a ''banner** may be displayed on the homepage of not only a map information search 
service but the various WWW servers cormected on the Internet, and other screens. To the company and 
individual who manage a WWW server, a customer (advertiser) pays ad rates, this displays an 
advertisement on the homep^e, and an advertisement is displayed on the part of the arbitration on a 
screen. Such barmer advertising is performed also in above-mentioned map information retrieval display 
service, for example, baimer advertising is displayed near the mzp information in a display screen. 
[0005] An example of the gestalt of the banner-advertising display performed in map information 
retrieval display service is as follows. An advertising display is prepared all over a screen including the 
map information displayed on a user terminal, and a certain baimer advertising is displayed. If a user 
shows an interest to the advertisement and clicks an advertising display, URL (Uniform Resource 
Locator) of the homepage about the advertising contents concerned accumulated in the WWW server of 
map infoimation retrieval display service or the WWW server about an advertising display will be 
specified, and the homepage which shows the detail of the banner advertising will be displayed on a 
terminal. 



[Translation done.] 



http://www4.ipdl.ncipi.go.jp/cgi-bin/tran_web_cgi_ejjje 



4/13/2005 



♦NOTICES* 

JPO and KCIPX ar« not reaponsibl« for any 
damages caused toy the uae o£ thia tranalatlon, 

1 .This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2 .♦♦♦* shows the word which can not be translated. 
3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 



EFFECT OF THE INVENTION 



[Effect of the Invention] If a user displays the information on desired on a terminal using the mq) 
system to offer information concerned according to invention given in claims 1 and 6 as oqjlamed 
above the advertising information relevant to the displayed area wiU be displayed autom^^ 
Therefore, a user can offer the advertisement relevant to an interested area, and it can be expected that a 
propaganda effect will increase. . 
[0056] According to invention according to claim 2. the data storage configuration m a database is 

simplified and access is quickened. ^ . . . ^ w <r i 

[0057] According to invention according to claim 3. suitable advertising mfonnation can be ottered 
according to the size of the area which the user chose. . . . . 

[0058] According to invention given in claims 4 and 7, a user can see the advertising information 
relevant to the map information and coincidence which were searched on the same screoi. 
[0059] According to invention according to claim 5, an effective advertisement advertisement can be 
performed for every every place region. 
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3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 



TECHNICAL PROBLEM 



rProblemCs) to be Solved by the Invention] However, it is unrelated to the inap mfonnation on which the 
Lser displayed the contents of bamier advertising by retrieval of aibitradon m this case. TUerefore. 
unless-a user shows interest to the advertisement. cUcks an advertsmg <»»splay and disptoys the 
Sage of the bamier advertising positively himselt an advertisement effect of ^yertismg is se Worn 
eSbte. That is. if it has the map information or the area where the bamer advertiang ym di^layed. 
and relation when displaying banner advertising on a display screen including my i^ormafaon. the 
^ue ofseeing the advertisonent also for a user will increase, but a user's mterest will become low if 

ISdOTI TOs invention is made in view of the above point, and the technical problem tends to draw a 
usert interest with map infonnation. and is to offer the system which enables presenting of the 
advertising information which can expect a high propaganda effect 
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MEANS 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In order to solve the above-mentioned technical problem, invention 
according to claim 1 In the map system to offer information which provides a terminal with the map 
information accumulated in the map database through a network The advertising information database 
which memorizes correspondence with the positional information for specifying the area on geography, 
and the advertising information which has the area concerned and relation, A map information 
transmitting means to acquire the map information corresponding to the positional information specified 
by a user from said m^ database, and to transmit to said terminal. With reference to said advertising 
information database, ttie advertising infomiation corresponding to said positional information is 
specified, and it constitutes so that it may have an advertising information transmitting means to 
transmit to said terminal. 

[0009] Accoiding to the map system to offer information constituted as mentioned above, 
correspondence with the positional information for specifying the area on geography and the advertising 
infonnation which has the area concerned and relation is memorized by the advertising information 
database. If a user specifies the positional information of a desired location fiom a terminal, a map 
information transmitting means will acquire the map information corresponding to the positional 
information specified by a user from said map database, and will transmit it to said terminal. Moreover, 
with reference to said advertising mfoimation database, an advertising information transmitting means 
specifies the advertising information corresponding to said positional information, and transmits it to 
said terminal. A tenninal displays the map information and advertising information which were 
transmitted. 

[0010] Therefore, if a user displays the map information on desired on a tenninal using the map system 
to ofTer information concerned, the advertising information relevant to the displayed area will be 
displayed automatically. Therefore, a user can offer the advertisement relevant to an interested area, and 
it can be expected that a propaganda effect will increase. 

[001 1] In a map system to offer information according to claim 1, invention according to claim 2 
constitutes said advertising information database so that it may have the local database which 
remembered correspondence relation with said positional information to be the local file which shows 
the area on said geography. Therefore, the data storage configuration in a database is simplified and 
access is quickened. 

[0012] Said local file was classified into two or more hierarchies according to the size of the area where 
invention according to claim 3 corresponds in a map system to offer information accordii^ to claim 2, 
and said advertising information database has memorized the advertising information which corresponds 
for every area file belonging to said two or more hierarchies. Therefore, suitable advertising information 
can be offered according to the size of the area which the user chose. 

[001 3] In a map system to offer infonnation according to claim 1 to 3, invention according to claim 4 
constitutes said advertising information transmitting means so that the information which directs to 
display said advertising information on the same screen as said map information on said terminal may 
be transmitted to said tenninal. Therefore, a user can see the advertising infonnation relevant to the m^ 
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information and coincidence which were searched on the same screen. 

[0014] In a mqp system to offer information according to claim 1 to 4, invention according to claim 5 
constitutes the advertising information memorized by said advertising infonnation database so that it 
may be either of the advertising information relevant to the advertising information relevant to the 
industry of said area and the store which exists in said area, and a facility. Therefore, an effective 
advertisement advertisement can be performed for every every place region. 

[0015] In the approach of ofTering map information to a terminal through a network from a map system 
to ofTer information equipped with the advertising information database which memorizes the msp 
database and advertising information that invention according to claim 6 accumulated map information 
The process which specifies the positional information of a desired location in said terminal, and the 
process which acquires the map information corresponding to the positional information specified by a 
user from said map database, and is transmitted to said terminal. With reference to said advertising 
information database, the advertising information which has relation is specified as the area 
corresponding to said positional information, and it constitutes so that it may have the process 
transmitted to said terminal, and the process which receives said map information and said advertising 
information, and is displayed on said terminal. 

[0016] According to the approach constituted as mentioned above, if a user specifics the positional 
information of a desired location in a terminal, the map information corresponding to the positional 
information specified by a user will be acquired finom said m^ database, and it will be transmitted to 
said tenninal. Next, the advertising information which has the area and relation corresponding to said 
positional information with reference to said advertising information database is specified, and it is 
transmitted to said teraunal. And a terminal receives and displays said map information and said 
advertising informatiorL 

[0017] Therefore, if a user displays the map information on desired on a terminal using die map system 
to offer information concerned, the advertising information relevant to the displayed area will be 
displayed automatically. Therefore, a user can offer the advertisement relevant to an interested area, and 
it can be expected that a propaganda effect will increase. 

[0018] Said display process is constituted so that invention according to claim 7 may di^lay said mzp 
information and said advertising information on the same screen in an approach according to claim 6. 
Therefore, it can follow and a user can see the advertising information relevant to the mq) information 
and coincidence which were searched on the same screen. 
[0019] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] In case this invention displays banner advertising with the map 
information acquired by map communications service, it is characterized by displaying automatically 
barmer advertising relevant to the area of the imp information currently then displayed. Since the area 
which the user specified himself and displayed in map communications service is an area in which the 
user is interested, if banner advertising which has relation is displayed on the area, a high propaganda 
effect is expectable. Hereafter, the gestalt of suitable operation of this invention is explained with 
reference to a drawing. 

[0020] [1] The rough configuration of the map system to offer information qjplied to the operation 
gestalt of this invention at system configuration drawing 1 is shown. In drawing 1 , the map database 
center 10 and the map infonnation offer site 20 are connected to the Internet 5. Furthermore, the user 
terminal 1 is coimected to the Internet 5. 

[0021] A user terminal 1 can receive service of WWW by using the qyplication program called a WWW 
browser. In the example of drawing 1 , a user terminal 1 is cormected to the mtap information offer site 
20 using a WWW browser, and it becomes possible by perusing the homepage to receive offer service of 
map information. 

[0022] The map database center 10 is a center for carrying out mzp communications service on the 
Internet, and is equipped with the map server 12 and the map database 14. The map database 14 contains 
the image data of the information on the positional information on a map (coordinate information), for 
example, the LAT, and LONG, and the mnp information corresponding to the positional information. 
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The image data of msp infonnation is constituted by two or more layered structures according to the 
scale. That is, like drawing in whole Japan, and drawing of all-pref€M:tures level, the image data of two 
or more scales is prepared, and the local file name which is alike, re^>ectively and specifies the image 
data is attached Scale information and a local file are matched. . 

[0023] The map server 12 searches and acquires the image data (namely, local file) of ms^ infonnation 
which corresponds according to the assignment from a user terminal, directions, etc. Srom the map 
database 14, and transmits to a user terminal 1 through the Internet 5. Moreover, the map server 12 also 
performs retrieval of map information, and transmission according to the demand, fiom the WWW 
server 22. 

[0024] The map information offer site 20 is a WWW site. WWW is a broader-based information system 
on the Internet which offers multimedia information, such as text, image information, and speech 
information, using a hypertext. A WWW server is a server on the Internet linked by WWW, and calls a 
WWW site the site which gives its service by WWW. The map information offer site 20 is equipped 
with the WWW server 22, the landmark database 24, the barmer database 26, and the local file database 
28. 

[0025] The landmark database 24 has memorized the data to which correspondences witiii those 
positional information are indicated to be a certain specific address, a name of the station, and landmarks 
(a facility, an amusement center, an amusement park, store, etc.). Therefore, the WWW server 22 can 
specify the address corresponding to it, a name of the station, and a landmark from specific positional 
information by accusing the landmark database 24. Moreover, the positional infonnation which 
corresponds from the specific address, a name of the station, a landmark name, etc. is also acquirable 
conversely. 

[0026] The local file database 28 has rnemorized correspondence with an every place r^on file and 
positional information (coordinate information). Here, an "area** is the geographical partition of a 
specific location, and the local file is classified and set to two or more layered structures finom a large 
partition to a subsection. The example of the hierarchical partition of a local file is shown in drawing 3 . 
In addition, the example of drawing 3 shows only the partition of the local file relevant to the 
circumference of the Kamata, Ota-ku, Tokyo station. In drawing 3 , **lever shows at least that on the 
hierarchy of an every place region file. In tiiis example, level 1 is the top hierarchy and is the biggest 
partition. It corresponds to a small partition as it is set to level 2, level 3, and level 4. Althougji not 
shown in the example of drawing 3 , the local file belonging to level 1 has Kansai, a northeast^ 
Hokuriku, etc. other than Kanto. Similarly, the local file of all-prefectures extent, such as Tokyo, 
Saitama, and Chiba, is included in level 2, and the local file of a division and cities, towns and villages 
extent is included in level 3. Level 4 is the finest partition and the local file of a city name and name-of- 
the-station extent is included. The above-mentioiied map image data is prepared corresponding to this 
every place region file. That is, the map image of Kanto and Kansai is prepared corresponding to the 
local file "Kanto** of level 1, and "Kansai**, and the image data of Ota-ku and Chiyoda-ku is prepared 
conesponding to the local file "Ota-ku" of level 3, and "Chiyoda-ku." 

[0027] About the circumference of the Kamata, Ota-ku, Tol^o station illustrated here, the local file 
which corresponds in all the hierarchies fix)m level 1 to level 4 is defined, and correspondence with the 
local file and (positional information is memorized in the local file database 28. In addition, the local file 
of level 4 which corresponds depending on positional information may not exist That is, aJthou^ map 
information detailed about a station and the circumference of shopping quarter is prepared, generally in 
farmland and a forest, detailed map information is not prepared, therefore, the local (the case - the level 
3) file and its m^ image data of the corresponding level 4 may not exist in the positional information 
which shows such a location 

[0028] The positional information (coordinate information) correspcHiding to the above-mentioned -every 
place region file is memorized by the local file database 28. That is, the infonnation of whenever [ east 
longitude 00 ], thru/or whenever [ 00 ] is memorized whenever [ positional information / 
corresponding to an every place region file name /, for example, north latitude 00, ], thru/or whenever 
[ 00 ]. Therefore, if positional information is determined, the local file (namely, map image data) 
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corresponding to the positional information can be speciBed by referring to the local file database 28. 
According to the example of drawing 3 R> 3, the local related file in each level can be specified by 
specifying the positional information near the Kamata station (north latitude, <east longitude). In 
addition, as the approach of limitation of the positional information matched with an every place region 
file, a specific area can be specified by two or more polygonal LAT and LONG corresponcUng to top- 
most vertices, and this can be matched with a certain local file. Moreover, positional information can be 
specified by the approach of the area of radius 00km centering on one certain point, and this can also be 
matched with a certain local file. 

[0029] The banner database 26 has memorized correspondence with an above-mentioned local file and 
the baimer-advertising information (advertising information) corresponding to it The exanq)le of the 
information in the banner database 26 is shown in drawing 4 . In addition, the information which also 
limited the example of drawing 4 around the Kamata station is shown. As shown in drawing 4 , an every 
place region file, the level of the local file, and correspondence of the banner-advertising information 
determined to the local file are memorized by the baimer database 26. That is, an every place region file 
is chosen by the user, and the barmer database 26 shows the baimer-advertising information which 
should be displayed on coincidence, when corresponding map image data is displayed on a user 
terminal. Advertisement D is displayed when it was the example of drawing 4 , for exanq)le. 
Advertisement B is displayed on coincidence when a user displays the map information on Ota-ku (it 
corresponds to a local file "Ota-ku") on a user teiminal by map communications service, and the map 
information on Kamata (it corresponds to a local file "Kamata") is displayed on a user terminal 1. 
[0030] Baimer advertising prepared corresponding to an every place region file is banner advertising 
which has the area and relation. Specifically, banner advertising relevant to a store, a facility, etc. which 
exist in banner advertising relevant to the industry of the area etc. and its area etc. is mentioned. As 
banner advertising relevant to the industry of an every place region etc., the specialty article of the area, 
the product by the major industry of the area, service, etc. are included, for exanq)le, banner advertising 
of a rahmen store etc. is mentioned to banner advertising of an apple, and a local file "Sapporo** to a 
local file '*Aomori.** Moreover, as banner advertising relevant to Uie store and facility wMch exist in the 
area, banner advertising, such as a restaurant in the area, a department store, recreation facilities, and a 
sport facility, is mentioned. 

[0031] In tUs operation gestalt, banner advertising matched to an every place region file presupposes 
that it is one, and the local file name memorized in the banner database 26 and baimer advertising decide 
to correspond to 1 to 1 . If the positional information which has a user by carrying out like this is 
specified and a local corresponding file is specified, banner advertising displayed with the map 
information on the local file will be determined as one. Therefore, processing by the WWW server 22 
can be simplified. 

[0032] However, two or more advertisements corresponding to an every place region file are prepared, 
and it changes according to a time zone, and can display. For example, the correspondence in a database 
can be determined that banner advertising of the department store is displayed and, as for the business- 
hours band of a certain department store, the time zone after the operating termination will display the 
advertisement of another restaurant to a certain local file. Moreover, according to a season, a day of the 
week, etc., banner advertising corresponding to one local file can also be changed similarly. The ofifer 
company of the map communications service concerned determines matching with the local file in the 
banner database 26, and banner advertising according to a request of an adviser. Moreover, when two 
or more advertising displays are prepared all over the screen displayed on a user terminal in m^ 
conununications service, two or more banner advertising can be matched to an every place rpgion, and 
two or more banner advertising can also be displayed oh coincidence. 

[0033] [2] Explain m^ information offer actuation, next map infonnation offer actuation with reference 
to dra^ng 1 thru/or 6. Drawing 2 is a flow chart which shows offer actuation of map information, and 
drawings **♦♦ drawing 6 is the example of the map display screen in each phase. Hereafter, the user of 
a user terminal 1 connects with a map infonnation offer site, and it explains taking the case of the case 
where map information is acquired. 
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[0034] First, a user uses the WWW browser of a terminal I and specifies URL of a mBp information 
offer site (step S2). URL is address information which specifies the specific link place on WWW. This 
connects a terminal 1 to the WWW server 22 of the map information ofiFer site 20 through the Internet 5. 

{0035] Answering this, the WWW server 22 sends the HTML (Hypertext Markup Language) text of the 
homepage of a map information ofifer site to a terminal 1. A HTML text is the text file described in the 
language called HTML, and the information on preservation places, such as associated image 
information and speech information, can be included. The WWW browser of a terminal 1 receives tiiis 
HTML text, and displays it on a terminal 1 (step S4). 

[0036] The example of the initial screen of the homepage concerned displayed on drawjng S in this way 
is showa In drawings , there is a map display 30 in the center of a display screen, and map image data 
is displayed there. The banner-advertising display 40 is on the map display 30. In addition, in an initial 
screen, since assigmnent of the map information by the user is not performed, suppose that messages 
other than barmer advertising by which a specific area and correlation are not made, or an advertisement 
etc, are displayed in the banner-advertising display 40, 

[0037] The scale specification part 32 is immediately under the rndp display 30, and this shows the scale 
(scale) of the map currently displayed in the m^ display 30. Each carbon button in the scale 
specification part 32 (this example 1 1 steps) supports a different scale. In the exaniple of drawing 5 , the 
display of a map is made by the largest (close to a left-hand side Japanese map mark) scale. If the 
conservative (close to "street") caibon button in the scale specification part 32 is clicked to expand the 
displayed map image, the sniall map image of a scale will be displayed. 

[0038] The scrolling section 34 is displayed on the left-hand side of the scale specification part 32. The 
scrolling section 34 is used to display the periphery of the map by winch it is indicated by current, and 
the arrow head turned in the eight directions centering on the curreiit display position is displayed. For 
example, a user's click of the upward arrow head in the scrolling section 34 displays the niq> of the 
periphery of the location by which it is indicated by current located immediately riorth. That is, 
presenting of map information is changed so that the clicked location may take the lead in a display 
image. 

[0039] On the bottom of the scale specification part 32, the input column 36 for specifying or ir^utting a 
location searching is displayed. The user as whom the carbon button of "an addr^ list"i "a station list", 
and "a landmark list" is displayed, and the candidate list of the address, a name of the station, and 
landmark names is displayed by clicking these can display the m^ image of the location on the left- 
hand side of the input colunm 36 by choosing a desired candidate out of them. Moreover, the ii^ut box 
of the address, a name of the station, and a landmark name is displayed on the right-hand side of the 
input coluirm 36, and a user can do the direct input of the desired address, the name of the station, etc. 
using a keyboard. For example, if a user ii^uts the "Kamata station" in the name-of-the-station input 
box of the input column 36, as shown in drawing_6 R> 6, the map image centering on the Kamata station 
will be displayed in the m^ display 30; In addition, various special fimction carbon buttons are 
displayed on ihe right-hand side of the input colunm 36. 

[0040] Where the homepage of a map information offer site is displayed like drawings , a user specifies 
the destination which you want to display and inputs. This assignment may be performed by specifying 
a candidate from the list on the left-hand side of the input column 36, and may be performed in an irq>ut 
box by carrying out direct typing of a name of the station, the address, etc. In this way, the specified 
destination information is sent to the WWW server 22 through the Internet 5 fioin a terminal 1 (step S6). 
The scale infonnation by which can come, simultaneously current selection is made is also sent to the 
WWW server 22. 

[0041 ] The WWW server 22 acquires the positional information (coordinate infcmnation) corresponding 
to the destination concerned for this information with reference to reception and the landmark database 
24. Moreover, based on the acquired positional information, the local file corresponding to the positional 
information concerned is specified with reference to the local file database 28. Next, with reference to 
the baimer database 26, barmer advertising corresponding to the local file concerned is specified. 
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[0042] If a user inputs the "Kamata station" into the input column 36 and retrieves the voap infonnatioa 
around the Kamata station now, the WWW server 22 acquires the positional information of the Kamata 
station, and specifies a local file "Kamata" with reference to the local file database 28 based on this. 
Here, when current positional information belongs to the local file of two or more level in the local file 
database 28, the advertisement corresponding to the lowest (the number of level is laige) area of level is 
detemiined as banner advertising which should be displayed. In this example, it will correspond to all 
the local files of "Kanto". "Tokyo". "Ota-ku", and "Kamata" which the specified positional information 
is the thing of the Kamata station, and are shown in drawing 3 . In this case, the WWW server 22 
determines the lowest local file "Kamata" of level as a current area. When the specified positional 
information corresponds to two or more local files, banner advertising prepared about tfie smallest 
partition will have priority, and will be displayed by this processing. When a user specifies the Kamata 
station and retrieves map information, as banner information displayed on coincidence, the 
advertisement relevant to the Kamata station is more desirable than the advertisement about whole Ota- 
ku or whole Tokyo. Therefore, when positional information belongs to two or more areas, it constitutes 
so that the advertising information on the lowest area of level may be displayed preferentially. 
[0043] On the other hand, although the positional information corresponds to the every place region file 
of "Kanto", "Tokyo", and "Ota-ku" when a user specifics other locations in Ota-ku (for example, 
residential street etc.), for example, a local corresponding file may not exist in level 4. In such a case, the 
WWW server 22 determines the advertisement C which specifies the local file corresponding to order 
fiom level low as mentioned above and which corresponds for the WWW server 22 to specify a local 
file "Ota-ku" with reference to the local file database 28 therefore, and refier to the banner database 26 
fiirther. 

[0044] Moreover, when a user specifies it as "Ota-ku"» "Tokyo", etc. using the ii^ut column, the local 
file of level which corresponds, respectively will be specified and the advertisement C related with it 
and Advertisement B will be displayed. 

[0045] Now, if it returns to the example of the Kamata station, the WWW server 22 wiU determine the 
advertisement D corresponding to a local file "Kamata" with reference to the baimer database 26 next 
And the WWW server 22 creates a HTML text including the barm^-advertising assignment information 
which shows the above-mentioned positional information and Advertisement D, and transmits to a 
terminal 1 (step S8). The baimer-advertising assignment information which should be carried out call 
appearance firom Server Name (namely, map server 12) which the tenninal 1 which received it further 
should access, the local file name chosen according to the scale by which current selection is made, the 
sentence which should be displayed on a terminal 1, and the banner database 26 is included in this 
HTML text. 

[0046] The WWW browser of a tenninal 1 displays the sentence contained in reception and it in this 
HTML text. Moreover, information, such as a local file name, positional information, size information, 
and scale information, is sent to the mi^ server 12 described in the HTML text concerned (step SIO). 
The map server 12 accesses the map database 14, acquires the image data corresponding to the range 
determined using size information focusing on positional information among the image data of the local 
file specified by scale infomiation and positional information, and transmits to a termirud 1 by making 
this into map image data (GIF data). 

[0047] Moreover, the WWW browser of a terminal 1 accesses the baimer database 26 at coincidence, 

acquires the baimer-advertising image data corresponding to the banner-advertising assignment 

information described in the HTML text, and sends it to a user tenninal (step SI 2). 

[0048] A tenninal 1 displays the map image data transmitted fit)m the map server 12 on the display part 

specified in the HTML text to which it was previously transmitted fiiom the WWW server 22. Moreover, 

the banner-advertising image data transmitted to coincidence fiom the banner database 26 is displayed in 

the banner-advertising display 40, as shown in drawing 6 (step S14). In this way, the map image data of 

the destination specified by a user is displayed in the m^ display 30 of a tenninal 1. and banner 

advertising relevant to the area is displayed in the baimer-advertising display 40. 

[0049] In addition, when the destination is changed by the re-assignment to a user's ii^ut column 36, 
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and reinput, based on the positional infonnation after changing step S6 thru/or processing of S14 etc., 
renewal of a map and a banner-advertising display is perfbimed repeatedly. 
[0050] Moreover, where a map image is displayed, also when there are modification of a scale, 
modification of a display position, etc., processing transmits return, the positional information after 
modification, scale information, etc. to step S6 to the WWW saver 22. Henceforth, the WWW sCTvcr 
22, the map server 12, and a terminal 1 perform same processing based on the information after 
modification, and make a change of a map and a banner-advertising display. 
[0051] For example, when a user operates the scale specification part 32 and scale information is 
changed, the lange of the map image data which the map file which the map server 12 should access is 
changed, or is transmitted to a terminal 1 among the same map files is changed. On the other hand, if a 
user clicks the location which is interested on the map displayed in the map display 30, the positional 
information of the location wiU be transmitted and the map server 12 will transmit the map image data 
centering on the location to a terminal 1 . Consequently, the map in the map display 30 is changed into a 
display centering on the location which the user clicked. 

[0052] Moreover, when positional information is changed in this way, the WWW server 22 judges 
whether modification of the positional information is accompanied by modification of a local file with 
reference to the local file database 28. When accompanied by modification of a local file, with reference 
to the banner database 26, the banner-advertising assignment information corresponding to the local file 
after modification is acquired. The rest transmits the banner-advertising assignment infonnation after 
modification to a terminal 1 according to steps S12 and S14, acquires banner-advertising image data 
fiom the banner database 26. and displays it in the banner-advertising display 40. 
[0053] In addition, in the above-mentioned explanation, although the map server 12 specified the map 
file directly by the file name, the map file of the map server 12 may be made to be built according to 
original administrative infonnation. In that case, it replaces with specifying a map file name directly, 
and a map file is accessed using CGI (Common Gateway Interface) which achieves an interface with the 
program which moves on a WWW server and a server. For example, at step SIO, the CGI name for a 
mapdisplay is sent to the mqj server 12. . . 

[0054] As explained above, according to this invention, in addition to the map infonnation on the 
location which the user specified himself and searched, in map communications service, the banner- 
advertising infonnation relevant to the location is displayed. Therefore, a userx»n acquire automatically 
the advertising information which is related to a location with the present interest Moreover, since an 
advertisement can be offered to the user who is more interested also as an advertiser, it is expectable that 
an advertisement effect of advertising increases. 
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1 .This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[BriefDescription of the Drawings] , ^ 

[Drawing 11 It is the block section which shows the rough configuration of the electromc mail system 
concerning the operation gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 21 It is drawing showing the example of stored data in a local file. 

[Drawing 31 It is drawing showing the example of stored data in a banner database. 

[Drawing 41 It is the flow chart which shows offer actuation of map information. 

rPrawingSI It is drawing showing the example of the display screen of a map information offer site. 

[Drawing 61 It is drawing showing other examples of the display screen of a map information ofiFer site. 

[Description of Notations] 

1 - Temiinal 

5 - Internet 

10 - Map database center 

12 - Map server 

14 - Map database 

20 - Map information offer site 

22- WWW server 

24 - Landmark database 

26 - Banner database 

28 - Local file database 

30 - Map display 

32 - Scale specification part 

34 - Scrolling section 

36 - The input colunm 

40 - Banner-advertising display 
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